THE  TpMB   OF   SALIH  AND   THE   SEl'AR   COUNTRY

and Yam there were truces for a year of which eleven months were
lerV

As there were no signs of Sheikh Sa'id Laajam, who had promised to
meet us in his car, we. rode on to Juwada, and from there passed again the
village of Al Atfa where we had camped on our way up. We had passed
it then on the western side, but we were now a little east of it. The dar of
*Umar as Sah attracted our attention under the east bank of the wadi,
perched miraculously on a loose boulder which looked as if it would rock
at the slightest touch. Soon we reached again the junction of the Wadi
Ser with the Wadi Hadhramaut, meeting on the way a messenger from
Sheikh Sa'id saying that he would soon arrive. We had hoped to be in
Tarim for lunch, but managed to extract some tinned peaches and pine-
apples from the store box. While resting afterwards a friendly* beduitj
woman came and talked to us. She was dressed in black and unlike the
townswomen her dress was long all round.2 She had a large bundle on her
head and stood watching us.

"Come and sit down," said D.

Sne came nearer but did not sit. Hassan got up to talk to her. "What
have you got on your head?"

"My husband's clothes."

"Where are you going ?" I asked.

" To Al Juwada."

"And what's this?" asked Hassan taking hold of a long piece of wood
with pegs on it, like a huge toothbrush.

"That's the key of my house," she said.   "Do you want it ?"

I got a picture of her offering it to Hassan. We threatened to show it
to his wife.

1 While I was gathering political information, D. visited a tomb which we had
seen under the difB on the other side of the seiL   It was rather an outsize, being
20 feet by 4 feet, and we were told that the tribal ancestor, Nebi Sheikh 'Abdulla
Hiteimi, was buried there.   He was of the time of *Ad but does -not apparently
rank as high as Nebi Sodaf.

2 This fashion among the beduin women is said to date from Abbaside times
when Ma*a Zaida imposed bkck dresses on the ladies of the country.
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